THE HEIRESS OF GREAT BRITAIN        89
he Princess Electoral being brought to bed, and nost people apprehensive that her bigness, which tas continued for so long, was rather an effect of . distemper than that she was with child, her High-less was taken ill last Friday at dinner, and last dght, about seven o'clock, the Countess d'Eke, her ady of the bedchamber, sent me word that the 3rincess was delivered of a son."1
Considering that, according to Act of Parliament, :he infant now born was in the direct line of succes->ion to the English crown, it was extraordinary that he English envoy should not have been present at :he birth, or the event notified to him with proper :eremony ; the more extraordinary when it is re-nembered that this was an age much given to nventing fables about the births of princes, and :he lie that a surreptitious child had been introduced nto the Queen Mary Beatrice's bedchamber in a warming pan was largely relied upon by the Whigs ;o upset the Stuart dynasty.
This was not the only affront which the Elector put upon Queen Anne's representative. The infant Drince was christened a few days later in the Prin-:ess?s bedchamber, and given the name of Frederick Louis. The Electress Sophia was present at the :eremony, but no invitation was sent to the English *nvoy, nor was he allowed to see either the Princess >r the infant until ten days later, and he writes home
1 Howe's Despatch, Hanover, 5th February, 1707. The son now )orn was Frederick Louis, later Prince of Wales, the father of jreorge III,